
Mangroves are amazing trees wh!ch !ivo ha\l-way 
between the land and the seo Unlike other plants. mangroves 

grow with thelr roofs ln on ollemoting onVironmont al 
seo woter and Iroshwoter runoff Ircm the land. 

Mangroves usuolty grow in fiaI rruddy ground thlough whlch ills hOrd la wolk 
Very few people regard Ihese Insecl-ridden oreos worlhy of soving_ 

As a resull. mangrove oreos ore olten used os rubbish dumps Of the trees 
ore cut down and the land tilled ln fOf houSing or other development. 

IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC 
But.. .mangraves playon impol"tont rOle in many coostol envirooments. 

As weil os providing food ond sheller for a large number of blrds and 
marine onimols, mangroves protect and build up coostlines. 

5 Mang roves provlde sheller lor 

mony plonl1. animaIs a nd blrds 

- such os lhe mudsklpper, a smaD fish 

which con climb Ireesl liS MS ocl 0$ 

and, wt\en IllQhlened, il con 

climb op lhe loots 01 

The mudsk,pP6r i$ 

1 
Mangroves provlde an lmpOllanl source 01 food lor 

Ilsh and other marine creolures. 

Mongrovos toko up nulrienls (dissolvod food malorlol) 

Ihrough tholr rool systems. Many o f IhcsO nulrlonls ore 

di$Wllled ln wotef running off Ihe tond lIko olhor plants, 

mongrovos canvort Ihe nulrients l a pIonl molorlot by using 

sunlighl ln 0 process colled pholosynlhesis. Pons 01 the 

mcngrove. such as follen Ieoves, roI la form docomposed 

moleriol coUed de/ri/us. 

Aboul 10 tonnes Of fTlOI'IgIove leoves ore 
pfoduced ooch yeol by r hectare 

of monQtove Ire es. 
(obout d Ions POl oCle) 

The decoying leoves ood delrilus 100m a cOl"lslon \ suppty of 

food fOi crobs. prowns ond some fish. Many largo fish live 

in, or vlsl!. Ihe mangroves 10 feed on those smoller 

creolures. MUCh voluoble orgonic molorlol Is 'exponed' la 

olher oreos suCh os neorby seogross beds ond corol roefs. 

4 
Mangroves proleel and 

bulld up shorellnes, 

Mangroves faIm on underground netwOlk 01 

roots W'hlch hoId tho oorth logelher ond provonl 

il being woshed o woy AboYe the ground. Iho 

roots oct like a comb and IfOP paniC les 000 

sedimenl ; ln Ihis woy mangroves build up and 

edend shoreIl110$. 

Mongrove soeellln(}s (}IOW /n /he newly·(ormod 
(}Iound and Ille mon(}love flonl odvonces 

Wholore mongroves? Tho word 'mongrovo'\s usod 10 roi 1 
unrolQlOO 10 ooch 01h01. Theso IIOOS vOl'f in $lZO ana a Of a ovor 90 o.lIOfenl Iypot 01 trocs. rr.ocr, 01 ....toCh oro 

ta ivo ot tho SO(J"s odgo. Ihroo mangrovos which OCCUf~:CO;:°bul oro Q{o~o in ,hot 'hcy ho-/O bccome:poc.oizcd 
OCifoc regoon oro shown~ .... 

wNI. """ .... 0 .... lA"*'_ 
11'0< mcr>giOY<o hl;>!. 

o..ndooglloo.nd cable .""" 

~~om!he"""" 

SloonGef ~ .. ,""" 
cali"" pneum:>lophor", 

gIIChI ~ ~om!he go<s>o 

ln soma ploce, only one SPOc/os of monorove (}IOW! wnilO 
on omor COOllS, soveral do/foronr specias IOtm 0 comrollOtel t 
A Iloal/Ily rrrongrove fO/osl 1$ sIlown kl llle "nolOQloph bolow 

2 
Mangroves ore a YOluoble and .enewoble 

resource for cooslol people. 
Mangroves oro ulod la proYide dyes. or Colouring 

moloriol, and wood for cooking ond buildmg ThOy 

con conlinuo 10 be usod Ihis woy lorevcr, os long 0$ 

Ihe quonlily of mongrOYC$ eut down ÎS no more Ihon 

Ihot which con bo reploecd by r.olurOI growlh. 

TNs quonli/y is coUed the suslo,noble yield 

3 
Mongfoves ploYldo a home la. many marine 

specles whleh ore used by people os food 

Many imporlonl food species uso the mangroves fOf 

a l IcOsl pori o f tholr lifc·cycle_ Mangroves proYicIo. 
0) Pormonent hOmos for soma spccies such os 

oyslers (whlch grow on mongrovo rools) and mud 

clobs_ 
b) Nurso ry orOO$ (oroos where Ihe young grow up 
be/Ole moving ouI 10 dcepcr woler) for onimots such 

os prownS Somo fish such os the mangrove mullol 

sloy in mangrove nu.sory orcos 101 3 10 <1 yoors befO/e 

moving OUi 1o $00 la spown. 
e) Fecdlflg croos 101 larger (I$h such os IhO black spal 

soo-perch. ",hieh viSiI mangroves oreos la food on 

YTlonor (I$h and olhcr croolures. 
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Many mongtovo OtOOS j{f mo SOum Poc,f>c. ' 0 mo c'., :~'J ... " " 
lM pI\OtO{Jioph bobw. noVD OOon Da<:IIv of'oc'eo C' "'_ 1 
br rne OCtivlt.es 01 peoore 

WAYS OF PROTECTING MANGROVES 

, 

Mcngrove oreo~ t)(l'Ie boon uwd os rubblsh e·Jrrps Of:: ~~ ' -' 
cod ~ for hOUSd""IQ devOlOprT'lenl. This destrucl.Qf\ IS .. ;t.;~ , :: _ '.l 

,eclomot.gn -!ho clc.mng boC~ ct useielS · ... ·~tclC-C TL' ::: we, N"" 

won. mcngrove~ ole cerle.nly no! ",esTercné' 

Mcngovos ore 01$0 deStrOVed by ~IS c..'ecl CCI, 0'" ",,,,. 
OCI ,lm whiCf"I C '4)( the 0fI<" r.,.vnQ~' '" ,..1';':'" nv.:-~~Vft'" 

The mcngroves ~Own rn the oegrcm be~ ... heva ~C"" ~ t: 

Corulrucl>on of a COOllol rood The Iccd hcs CUI 0" '~e x .. , :" 
wCIor runaU Irem lI"Ie lond ~ 0 rOSUIt lhe wele< 10 it'.e ~'I~'''' } fOOd 

too sally cnd tf"lo WOlef 10 tho ugf"lt 01 Ina rccd ccnte ns':JO m.,.çl' ",sn 
WOIor. 

The mangroves couIC! hOve bElen SCIoed ~ bu cng rN! ~ t"-C-J 

behind tne mangrovos· or pcrt'lOPS bv t;x.rvrnQ ppes ~ 'C_ 

o QW Tho fIow 01 l,dol seowoTer and j,csn· ... c'or n"no!l 

Mong/ovos ore polhculOrtv oUceted ov 
0) chengol in the lidol rlOIN or sa ",Iy (SC·, cenlenl) Or t~e · ... ;::'er.'. 

mangroves Ilvo. 
D) comt,uef,ons wn!Ch eouw scomcnlS 10 bo.. 0 uo or 10 00 ... :: 

ow~ from marrQrove root s,,.slems erx! 
C) pOllutiOn sueh OI ÇheITllCOIs. 04 0' c.,ege" me .... ::. 
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