Mangroves are amazing trees which live half-way
hatween the land and the sea. Unlike other planis. mangroves
grow with their roois in an altermnating ervircnment of

spq water and freshwater runoff from the land
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Mangroves usually grow in flat muddy ground througn which it Is hard to walk
Very few people regard these insect-ridden areas worthy of saving

As a result, mangrove areas are often usea as rupbish dumps or the 1reeas
are cut down and the land filled in for housing or other development

~ MANGROVES

IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC
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But...mangroves play an important role in many coastal environments.

As well as providing food and shelter for a large number of birds and
marine animals, mangroves profect and build up coastlines.

Mangroves provide an important source of food lor
fish and other marine creatures.
Mangroves take up nutrients (dissolved food material)
through their root systems. Many of these nutrients are
dissolved In water running off the land

Like other plants,
mangroves convert the nuinienis to plant matenal by using
sunlight in o process called photosynthesis. Parts of Ihe
mangrove, such as fallen legves, rot to formm decomposed
material collea geinius.

About 10 tonnes of mangrove leaves Qre
produced each year by 1 hectare
of mangrove rees.

(about 4 tons peracre)
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S Mangroves provide shelter for
many planis, animals and birds
- such as the mudskipper, a small fish
which can climb trees! lis fins oct as
legs and, when frightened, it can
' chmb up the roots of

' mangroves.

The decaying leaves and detritus form a constant supply of
food for crabs, prawns and some fish. Many large fish live

in, or visit. the mangroves to feed on these smaller

creatures, Much valuable organic material is ‘exported o
other areas such as nearby seagrass beds and coral reefs.

[he mudskipper Is
just ane of many unusual crealures Mangroves protect and
build up shorelines.
Mangroves form an underground network ol
roots which hold the earth logether and prevent
it being washed away. Above the ground, the
roots act like a comb and frap particles and
sediment!: In this way mangroves build up and
extend shorelines
Mangrove seedlings grow In the newly-formed
ground and the mangrove front advances
towards the seq.
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What are mangroves?. The word mangrove’ is used to refs
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unrelated 1o each other, These trees vary in size and aooearaner Ty &1 wiich are
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2 Mangroves are a valuable and renewable |
resource for coaslal pecple.

Mangroves are used 10 provide dyes, or C i
matanal, and wood for cooking and DUlcing i y
can continue to be used this way forever, as long G
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